
[image: image1.png]Florida
TaxWatc




 ADVISORY

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:                                 CONTACT: Harvey Bennett

November 17, 2003                                                                    Communications Director     

                                                                       850-222-5052

HUD Secretary Mel Martinez to Headline

 TaxWatch Annual Meeting

ORLANDO — U.S. Secretary of Housing and Urban Development Mel Martinez will be making a homecoming visit to Orlando to speak at the 24th Annual Meeting of Florida TaxWatch this coming Wednesday.  
Secretary Martinez will discuss how the President’s tax cuts are boosting job creation, stimulating economic growth, and allowing Florida families to keep more of their hard-earned money. He will also touch on other key Administration priorities and the work he has undertaken at the Department of Housing and Urban Development to help more families realize the American Dream of homeownership. 

Secretary Martinez is a former Orange County chairman and in 2001 was sworn-in as HUD Secretary for the Bush Administration. He became the first Hispanic immigrant and first Cuban-American to serve in a Cabinet position.  Martinez has recently been suggested in media reports as considering a run for Bob Graham’s US Senate seat.

The Secretary will be joined by Orlando Mayor Buddy Dyer and Orange County Chairman Rich Crotty and state business leaders at the luncheon.

WHO: U.S. HUD Secretary Mel Martinez

WHAT: Addressing Florida TaxWatch annual Board of Trustees & Members Luncheon

WHERE: Westin Grand Bohemian, 5th Floor Ballroom, 325 S. Orange Avenue, downtown Orlando.

WHEN: Wednesday, November 19th, 12:40pm

Note: We are expecting a standing room only crowd at this luncheon and regrettably cannot offer lunch to members of the news media.  The Secretary will be speaking at a riser level podium, with amplified audio, but no audio mult box will be available for plug ins.  

Florida TaxWatch is a private, non-profit, non-partisan research institute supported by homeowners, small businesses, corporations, professional firms, labor unions, associations, individuals and philanthropic foundations -- representing a wide spectrum of Florida's citizens.  The organization is dedicated to improving taxpayer value, government accountability and citizen understanding and participation in their state and local government fiscal policies.  On the web at www.floridataxwatch.org
_1114004489.bin

