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FLORIDA TAX AMNESTY BRINGS IN $160 MILLION SO FAR

Taxpayers have something to be thankful for this Thanksgiving

TALLAHASSEE — Florida’s Tax Amnesty program has collected $160 million dollars in uncollected taxes so far from more than 55,000 taxpayers, according to a Florida TaxWatch Briefings report.

The four-month program ended on October 31st and additional collections are still being processed so the figure is expected to rise.

“As we approach Thanksgiving, Florida taxpayers have something to be thankful for,” said Dominic M. Calabro, President & CEO of Florida TaxWatch.  “Thousands of their fellow citizens are coming to the table and volunteering to become productive taxpayers.  This is indeed the gift that keeps on giving,”

said Calabro.

In addition to the money brought in this year, it’s estimated that getting these taxpayers on the rolls will bring in an additional $17.1 million of revenue annually.  “This can help ensure that tax scofflaws, whether inadvertent or not, are now contributing their fair share to the tax system of Florida,” said Calabro.

The 2003 Legislature enacted the tax amnesty program to create a one-time opportunity for noncompliant taxpayers to satisfy their tax liabilities and avoid possible criminal prosecution, penalties and some interest.  The legislature appropriated $385,000 to run the program and estimated it would collect $75.3 million.

Florida TaxWatch has been a long-time proponent of tax amnesties, supporting this one and recommending successful programs in the past.

The end of the tax amnesty program now brings stronger enforcement measures and higher interest rates for those who didn’t take advantage of the amnesty period.  The Department of Revenue has implemented an integrated tax administration information system that gives it enhanced capabilities to discover unregistered and noncompliant taxpayers.

To view the full text of the Briefings report, go to http://www.floridataxwatch.org/resources/pdfs/briefings/Briefings November-24-03 tax amnesty success-kb-hb-kb.pdf
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